Many of the students I teach will no doubt enjoy David Quammen\'s *Spillover: Animal Infections and the Next Human Pandemic*; they are always excited about patients haemorrhaging blood everywhere, there being no cure, and the arguments about what happens next. Quammen\'s fast-paced book tracks various zoonotic pathogens across the globe as he tells the contrasting stories of, among others, Hendra virus infection, the viral haemorrhagic fevers caused by Marburg or Ebola virus, severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS), and HIV/AIDS.

Quammen makes it clear from the outset that if we are to halt this epidemic of zoonotic cases we must stop destroying natural ecosystems at a "cataclysmic rate". And it\'s from this perspective that Quammen relates his account of these viruses, making the point that "It\'s not that they target us especially. It\'s just that we are so obtrusively, abundantly available." Readers will be enthralled by his tales of tramping into caves looking for bats and pythons and even the odd cobra, or feeding gorillas in central Africa. Quammen does this well, keeping back from the action and documenting his encounters with the experts. We follow the author as he interviews scientists, survivors, and local people in horse farms, jungles, and high-biosecurity laboratories in such countries as Bangladesh, the Congo, and China. As we travel alongside him, we realise that each chapter is essentially a mixture of news and research findings, with interviews and travelogue thrown in.

Quammen is a skilled writer, and he does his best to hype up the findings by portraying himself as a detective ("I snooped up and down the market aisles") and by writing the book in the style of an intricately plotted detective work. At times he succeeds above all expectations. I particularly enjoyed his account of the "Voyager" trying to sell his ivory tusks and spreading HIV at the same time. The quality of Quammen\'s prose made me feel sympathy with "Case Zero" in his description of the origin of AIDS in central Africa, as the cut hunter, in 1909 or so, cornered and butchered a chimp. I also learnt much about the detailed chain of events in southeast Asia during the SARS epidemic. I felt Quammen\'s heart was in the right place: not for him any nonsense about bioterrorism, as quite rightly, Mother Nature rules the planet.

*Spillover* is an exciting travelogue for the armchair-bound adventurer, it\'s well written, even funny in parts, and will give the reader plenty of dramatic moments as they follow Quammen\'s journey of zoonotic discovery. However, viruses such as Hendra, Marburg, or Ebola do not seem to have the propensity to become global and, to my way of thinking, very few viruses have this extra virulence punch. Yet it seems that Quammen places these viruses on a level playing field with truly global threats. The next spillover virus---the "next big one"---to worry about, as history tells us, is likely to be influenza. The other zoonotic diseases in the book, with the exception of HIV, could be characterised as local viruses. In 2009, influenza virus, possibly spilling over from pigs, circumvented the planet in 6 months, infected some 2 billion people and led to the deaths of more than 500 000 individuals. But Quammen makes us wait until the second half of his book before this virus is even mentioned, and then without as much substance as he gives to some of the other zoonotic diseases featured in the book.

With an author of Quammen\'s experience (he has written five well regarded books on natural history), I expected more of a political overview on germ warfare, and was hoping for a deeper analysis of the way tourism and migration are implicated in the spread of zoonotic diseases. I also wondered about the economics of surveillance: should we build up a new Polaris system or a global virus surveillance system? Some countries with about 20 billion chickens and more than 1·3 billion citizens have only sampled about 2000 influenza A viruses this year, even though we now know from the pioneering work of Yoshihiro Kawaoka and Ron Fouchier that only four mutations are needed in the spillover avian influenza virus H5N1 to make it transmissible, and that such mutants are already in Egypt and Indonesia. In short, we are woefully unprepared for an outbreak of the "next big one".

I am targeting 2018 for the next influenza pandemic and there is already an uphill struggle to persuade health workers to be vaccinated against epidemic influenza, to encourage the public to follow correct hygiene standards, and to counter the claims on certain blogsites about the "killer potential" of vaccines and antivirals. Although *Spillover* is a hugely entertaining book, it does not fully engage with some of the most important issues we face.
